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Taking the Sin sul of Swing
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Rl Drvasad By .. VWEh someplace b5 go. Frem lelt, Dol Burney. Jake Funk, Lacien Pambaion,
Jordan Toulouss and Andrea Linke, shedenfs a1 J BLUL pul on thelr fop lor porbgpes) hats ars pofished their nads for Bhe ki dance

song? ~ Breakaway,” by the aduli=lite Amercan Idol Kelly Clarkson.

J-BLLs shonst-face, 'u'1'n!r al'n'upl was fot tosally unnpn.l:ﬂ] In the P
12 WEATY, &N I.‘T.'I] 1!{ Al'l'l{'rl..'l § FTHFT I:“ﬂ.l}'l]du'l! [ 3.8 lnﬂc'lll. 1! Whih:“l ll'h.]l.hilﬂh
I'Iu.:rh:-r L.IrIL'I.'Hnil}' o Texas, Wheaton {-‘.4.1u-t‘ﬂ_|:' i Mlanens snd Cornerions
Unmversity in Michigan, have lifted restrictions on dancing. even as they have
kepe various rules agains acuviies like drinking, gambling. smoking and. of
course, promarnal sex, They ane opeing to sllow bormal dances, like swang or
ballreom, OF course, 1 unl.ilr.u;']':-' there will ba h:pnl'mpnr h.lml'l--:irﬂ-gri.rld
at LB They wall not be h.rurnpin;;. Bt for mallons of evangehsal Protes-
rams, dancing has become increasingly acoeprable. There are sull consarva-
tive Christians, particularly in Bapaist, Pentevostal and independent Bable-
church rraditions, who don't dance, but they are growing scance, The old
ke about why I:‘Iaru;i.-.l &wo ) have wex I.I:Jrh,ilrlh up— e ptf-pk nup]u
think thevre dancing — has bevonse

1 was part of 3 group of girls who wou | ]."-u-1 O KSIC 18 O FoneTs and
dance, and were asked to sop,” Jennifer Paulsen 1old me, Paulsen i the
stindent- ROV erTETRTL p-:rnﬁ-l-r.'m wha h:'rp-e'd. ll:nu.:-d:t the irustess o over-
purm the ba, In was three days before the dance, and wie were walking in the
Walker Studermt Center, |LB.LULS main hab, “We knew there was “no sosial
dancing. but whar did that mean? We knew Folk and square dancing was
allowed, and people will always move a linde if 2 pood song comes on, bur
how many people makes 3 dance?”

In my week at LB, | met students who had never had 3 dnnk, had never
kissed 3 Il-cn:vr oFa |.t|l:| and had no deosbs that dinossurs and men walked the
carth at the same time, But T dadn't meet a soul who thought dancing was
sinful. And nesrly all the sudents 1 spoke o danced in bagh school. So Lin
summer, newly chected 1o her post, Jennifer and ber cabiner decided that i
was tirne bor --l.l.r.u.'in;'| ] j.H.L-'. o come ot of the closet, }n‘lni.lrr TESE S
151 b nauine — rased an Seartke, she looks hike the ourdoorsy g vou see on
every campus in the Pasific Mosthwest, the one on the cimbing wall who
lobbecs for more vegetanian dishes in the dining hall, Her three big passions
i life are “infecusous diseases, the emvironment and women's isswes.”

When Jenmafer rased the isvee of dancang wath Steven Beers, the dean of
students, he was surprangly receptive to a change. “The subsuliure had
shifted,” Beers, a quict man who avoids seeming like the campus dociplinar-
iam hee s, vodd e, Beers, who s 47, knesws 1be subeuliere well: his fatherwas a
-uhmm Tasdor Universay, s Chrstian oollege in Indisna char still forbsds mos
|.I'.lli.' Opperbermrer pi the editor of fnChanscter.org and the anthor |r_|"
“Therteen and a Day: The Bar and Bat Mitrvah Acron America.” He i
werierny d Book abour Aniericin oritory

dancing on campus. “Chnsvtian pnsor highs or high schools, even chuarches,
wire allewang swang dancing on thar property.” Beers saad, *The evangelical
subculiure 15 no longer seang all formis of soaal danceng as el

Studonts had |m:[um:\-.i alit dungmg the pnhq.' before, to no avasl. But thaa
year, Beers, sensing the trustees might be ready, vold Jennifer 1o propose a new
policy. and she went o work, findeng out about the polscies of 18 other evan-
gehical collepes. Wine, she kearmnad, now allowed duncing — bug not all dane-
ng. At some Chnsian schools, vou can dance, but -:m]':.' £ CANIPAUS; 34 others,
only off-< 5, A o schood, o “exceninve body contact™ 1 allewed. Jen-
rifer and her cabinet drafved thear owen version, allowang “themanic dances.”
including swing, ballroorm and salss, and showed it 1o Beers, BLULS presidemt
and the unversity's vace preisdents, who wogcther bghaly edned the propasal
— deleting, for exanple, " hip-hop,” In October, the trussees voted. Yes, they
sand. Tt was e, John Broam Unsverany could danee,

Mlans for the first dance were immediately entrusted o Danielle Vogus, a
sensor whose efficient air seems precocious until yvou learn that she b aciu-
ﬂl:.':".l Al week, | saw Drannelle puting Lp podters and u‘l|m|.; txckets i the
Saudent Cemer, For two naghts before the damce, she organized all-school
swang keasona in the gym, “We wanted i 00 bea fun first dance,” e saad, e
was Tuesday, and Duanidle was fecling the stress, and the exhilaraton, com-
mon to student-activitics types everywhere, "1l be honess — it's been hand.

.. 'mkind ol a perfectionist and kind of a control freak. But it hasn't beena
pegative cxpersened. | know it's poing to be preat. Evervone will have fun”

They would have fun, as it turned our. And by dressing up nicely, but not
sugpestvely, and daneing exuberantly, but not oo closdy, these students
and ]"h.'lfrn-uh wiilid sy with thar bodics not l.lnl'_lr thay Chrstians iy
dance but alvo that they should, It's a messape that would sound shocking
to John Brown. But in coday's evangelical culwre, JLBLL students are nos
unkpue, Thar appreciation for dancing bs part of 3 wm ovrwand, toward
secular socict ¥ and teward those Chrastians, |r|:]|.l|.iing_ many trom cthak
muncntics snd many from sbrosd, who never learmed they werent sup-
posed to dance, As Chnstian campuses become mare diverse and seck to
prepare students for a cosmopoltan world, they are aligning with the grow-
ing number of fashiul whe believe tha d-uhmg can glorify God, carry ihe
Good Mews and even give 3 seculir pastinee 3 “redemptive”™ purpose,

Siloam Springs, Ark. 15 2 toown with bt 80 chunches for fewer than 14,809
people. It is not officilly Chrstian, of course, but the sgn 1 the cny limis on
Koute 412 LAY, "WELOOME TOSILOMM SPRINGS, WHERE JESL™ [ LK 0 Y
a tewm with Free Baptists, Free Evangelicals, Southern Baptnts, Disewples of
Chru, Assemblies of God, Refoemed Chastians, Marasene Christians, Pres-
bvtonans, Mahodsis, Holmess Methodmes and 1 couple doren independont
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“T'here were 15 of us dancing, and the RA.
came out ol her room and told us to sto
‘Breakaway, by the adult-lite American ldol Kelly

Bibde charches so committod to Sonptune alone that choung a denomanation
i chose vo adodatry, Ower the Oklahoma border, there’s an Indian casine filled
with one=armod bandits, and 32 miles AWV E Favetrpalle, there are the col-
ke bars bor Univeruty of Arkanaas studenti. But bere in Stloam Springs, the
revtaurants are dry and the dharch parking bos are full on Sunday mornings.

IE yomu want go know why LB LL studems dudn’s dance until now; i makes
more semse 00 Jook out vour window at Sileam Springs than to look down at
the Baldle om yuney e, I'hr Hible doer’s sy o an't dance, Fore that maiier,
B doewmn'y say that voucan'’t dnnk orcan’t smoke, The rules agarnst these vices
are what evangelicals call “prudential” rather than seripuzal: they don't have
the borce of commuandmens, bt vou folkew them s o be carefull These
rulles aroee ay part o 3 Prodesvtand wbeobiune wo determaned o eradicate un
thust it began to interdice behasior thar might be baby steps on the road 1o
perditson. This subculoure s mot mandated by the H-lhlr Tt 1% the mureow of
serwvnis lalee Siloam Sprangs and hl'n.'u.'llt 1|i».-r]u-|‘|n Heown Univveraty,

I]ﬂ‘w |]'H"I Prl.ﬁﬂ'l-ﬁl [am rl1|.|J'l1H1|: LU q-th‘u It ii |I'|.I." H."h' hlll i‘. th:'
Chrstan | ii:', radical Protestants have ll'l.u:. ;1 Puli-c-:'d. themisehaes cven more
arictly than the Bible prescnbes. New England Purnans, 19th-century Sab-
batarians and 20th-contury wemperance activists all advocated rules againy
one blically permisuble scusiey or another, In the cary 20th century, self-
dascmibed = bundamiemtabive,” CARET T sevede from a biberalizimg Protestam
culture, founded collepes meant o preserve the old-uime religion, and the
sudems followed prudential rubes. Schools ke Biols University outside
Los Anpedes (founded 1908), JLBU. (1919 and Bob Jonss Univenaty in
South Carclina (1927) taught varyang theologies — eo this day, John Brown
vusdems sy |hu.-:.' hage h:m",'_ confused with the far-right H-:ﬂ:l-]'-mtl. sudenty
== bt they all banned dancing, dnnking, smokimg and gambling,

These prodeninal rules have had 3 somewhar random qualivy. For example,
gormervative Protestanes have slways been suspicious of ants propensity 1o
deverve and entsce, b amw=ng the arts, ngng hais e mnoare 'Flt'm'riu.ihln:'
than the visual ams, which can vend voward sdolsiry, and everyvthing has been
preferable (o dancing, with ms obvimes evocstion of sex. Dancing alvo raises
obd Fears of physicality — some cardy Chrstians, most lamoushy the Goostic
heretics, deemed all fleh and maver inherenthy corrapt. “We have remnans
ol that 1oday, that mepection of the body that the early church reecred,” says
Caolan Harbinson, a choreographer who is dean of the ars s Belhuven College,
an evangelical school in Jackson, Miss. “Particulardy with dance, the insora-
et 15 the body — and the body and maverial are evil™ It's 3 prepsdice that
cly BT I'rl'i]:',,iﬂ'n. :'I-lah:p' ll.']llqilmn Mualires and Ovrthodon jr'.h ].H'-Lﬂ'hl.'-i'l
mixed-1ex dancing except between chose rebiines. In the 18th century the
Hassdic Jows' ecatans movement during praver was consdered schisemasse,

It's hard 1o say which came firss for conservane Chnstiane dhe culsural
[mi:l]1il1vi'ti-:lr|-. o the u'l:q:ﬂur.ﬂ 'rl.l'l-1l'l'n.'a|:|-l:u'.m The malex .ilg..lin'ti \nm-h'rlg and
drnking have a plausshle bases m Paul's metaphor in 1 Conmahaans 6:19 of
the body as “a temple,” 2 sascred site not 1o be despoiled: “Do you not know
that your body i3 3 temple of the Holy Sping, whe is i you, whom you have
recerved from Gaosd?™ But other profubtions seem rooved entarely in prodenitial
caltire — whene clie would we get the notion, cnshnned in the rules of wome
Chrstsan colleges, that boyvs must keep ther kaur cat short, less they confuse
pender roles? And how can dancing be profabived? For Miram dances afier
the victory at the Red Sea, and Dhond dances after the ark'’s retum to Jerusa-
bern. Eeclesiantes vells us theve is 3 time vo-motrn and 3 vime to dasee.”

Tradssonally, the anawer was that dancing, lske bong hawr on men, nught
have been appropriate in blbical nmes but did not bt wash contemporary
understandings of emperance, modesty or prodence. But wahin this answer
Was 4 tat concesaon that i1 culure changes, some rules change, wo. That

. The offending song?
larkson.

understanding has allowed for an extraordinary rrambormaton m kow
evangelicals percenve dance: inapossable as it would have seemed 50 yeans
ago, many of thiers novw beelseve that J.mn:rr; [ p.ln:n,uLLfl\. deserable, ]'r: the
frst bl of the 20th cemtury, varnous swing dinces, hike the ptterbug and the
lindy hop, were often sssocaned with juvenile delinquency and miscegena-
i, what many parents feared. Swing sull seems ke an arface of the 40
aned "53s; but now that ora has become, in the evangelical mind, a prelapsarian
age before the I‘h".. the Crips O £ay Marrage, Purers who themselves wers
forbidden 1o dance pow urge ther chaldren toward what has become, stand-
ing againit the muck of populsr cubure, 3 wholesome pastime,

MNathan Corart 13 a short, wiry 23vear-old senior, 2 mechanical enganeer-
mng I.'I'I..I.-rl:lr| E Di]h‘- l.'l.ﬂtl.'l.'\vl.' il'l-d- 4 YOIy 'I”H.Hq.l'l \'«lm ':Ll.mn 1\\]““ WL mCs
in the Walker Student Center, be told me that swinging, far from being dis-
couriged, was popular among his home-schoobed friends in high school.

“In Mosth Texas, home- ﬂhi.'u.ﬂm,r_ has |::.1"|.,':|-'l. wrned towand oo-ops, 3 and
the one we we re part ol had abeoat 500 Barmilies,™ Mathan sad. %0, Ii:-ng sEOry
short, wme fnends of mine were molved 10 the choar at the co- o, and y |'|-:':.
were doing a tribute 1o the 405 and the *50s, and one of the guys who taught
there, a math veacher, knew swing. 50 be taught 12 of us some preliminary
stepe, and we dad two or three numbers™ MNathan and his friends began
..:I.:n;mp wguhr!:.' at the iwimg h'h.'ji'l.:r' im Dallas. Bur when he £ot 1o Siloam
Ep-ri.ng_\. for college, there was a deanth of swing JWH'tur:'rli.ﬂ. “There areny
a bt of places vo dance here. 1'd go with my sisters when [ was home, We
heard about some swing clubs in Favetteville, bun we couldn’t find theen,”

All thar changed this school vear, when 4 sophomore, Cragg Congdon,
I':mq.lt:h1 WIng to j.H-.L}. *] was 5 n;ull:.' hi.; SWINE dancer m thl’t rchisol,”™
Crag told me the mormang before the dance. He looks the part, all and hithe,
Craig is a preacher’s kid, and be went 1o a Christian high school in Topeka
that held one formal dunce & year, 31 which a hired invtructor would give
letions in walee, swing and cha-cha. Crasg’s mother knew swang and gave
ham meore sdvanced lewsons; i his last owo vears of hagh school, he and his
girliniend at the teme would occasionally travel 1o 3 swing chab in Lawrence,
Kan Armvang st LBEU, Craig heard sumors of 3 swing chulbs 10 Talsa, Ohls.,
bt that was as beast an bour sway, 5o be had 1o content himaelf with saba, 1
was really pood frnends with a Latina on Ell‘lLF..l-'..--IH wand, *and she tock me
and somic other Latinos and Latinas oo 3 saba club in Faveueville”

By the uime Craig recurned 1o LBUL for his sophomoene vear, the cub had
cloed. Bt pood bortune imorvened. “Ar the very begenning ol the vear,
JB.L, pist on a sguare dince, and afver the square dinee, the guy ket his nausic
on. 50 | did some line dancing ton™ = a brave move, aince line dancang was
wechnacally prohisred. “And some girls came up and sad, ‘Do you do anmy
other dances*™ Craig menvioned thas he was thinking of staming a swing
b, ol -Campiis, and the g;irlt were coted. “And [ sasd, *So o | viarted o,
vou'd come?” They were Like, *Yeah, we'd speead the word™

S0 Craig dd what any good Christian boy would: he called his church,
He atends Community Chnstian Fellowship, 3 nondenominational

“Bible church”™ popular w uh] B.UL syudents. Emialy Watson, s freshman
wha, since becoming Craig's girlfriend. has developed into a gifted '|.'H-Ir|.|‘
dancer hersell, told me how dhe found a honse ar the churche ©1 was going
vo try other churches, but T wemt 1o C.C.F. and the college/yvouth pastor
invited us all over for a barbecue, and he sasd he'd beave his bouse unlocked
for us o do laundey, and well, 1 never keft che church.” Unsurprising. then,
that the church was receptive 1o Crags dancing plan, which stood vo brng
students through the diors,

At first, Crag's Sasurday-night swing lessons at the church drew abour
40 studems. Then, on Ower, 27, [LBU. staged Mock Rock, an annual on-
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campus lip-syne show, and Craig and some frends did a swing nambser
Emuly Watson vold me that the Mock Rock perlormance kicked campan
INIETESE IR SWIRE 10 A 3::3.:|'.|_-| lewel: T har was 3 Frday, and the nexy migh
was a Satunday, and tons of people came™ to the church saang leson
“The tHoor was packed.”™ | heand estimanes of 50, 85 even 100 spudents
attended the sy claw,

Mo, two niphis belore the dance, Crasg was leading swing lessons

II'.l' -.-\,'.lll\.:-\.'\-l £V

For conservative Chrntans, danaing 15 alie a way to tesch the virua,
Seusdents are schooled s chivalry, taught always 10 walk a lady 1o and (rom
the floor, applisd the band and sk the g standing by herself for 2 damce,
A swang, ballrooem or squire dance wsually takes place in a well-lyghied
Apade The swin 7 dapcers ol yvode may have been o IPIAE MUPSTVINIDN, Tauin
o e eng 15 a bamaly alfaer: Mathan and Crag both dance wath ther sab-
hags. (Craag danced with his mom.) Unlike Chostian rock, the nnasae for
thewe dances i p.'ul_l-.JH:- to odder EETETALHMI. LoD, Formal dances Fejuare
instruction i the proper steps, which creates a role for parents or teachers
Aond of coarse, the sexwalsty of dinoe exn be a poantive thing, if 1 provedes
1 sexual release without the sex.

“We'll albow az.” the evangelicals ane saving, "wo long ax we can make 1
into something Chrstan.” 11 m aark comrast vo whar we mighe call the
ulira-fundamentalist approsch, which encourages separatism in the haope
af acheving puniy, To wie the thoologian H. Rschard Mecbuhe’s terma,
the fundamentalists’ Chnit 1s aganit the coliore, '.'-'ll.i'ln'j BUSChrstia
transformer of the cubure, Ulra-fundinsentalist children are often home-
i |'||l.l|..'..| and torbasdden Ly wlar |I.'il.".l.l.:-\.l:l M !J..‘lll'\-_I B LI :-\.1-.5'\. Hveen 1o Fall
L :'I_Il B J!'|..‘| ::IJ'|.-|' I]".'”‘ -,ll“l_'-, TiEvh BN OO ..lll:ll'll FORHTH, [ A |_'|‘| v el
Home Alabama® and the entire bourth season af “Friends™

And this engagement with the culture has 3 religious purpose, Several
teachers and students an [LBUL told me thae of vou can dance, vou ¢an
IMNICTICE &1 s wechi ilclll_‘lh' whai ||'.|_;1|| r|-_'-_'-\.| Vil I:'ll.'nlun WE AR

i | |||_' 1Il.||.|-. mis W |1E il |_'\'|'|-j'\':|,' I-!|||".|'."E| dance I:1|-\.". | T otherw (51
meet,” savs Charles W Pollaed, J.B.U'S president. "They can go to
work for a corporation and meet someone a1 a dance and meet them in a
redempiive way, And we can dance in a redempiive way too.”

growang presence on evangehical campuses, Fourteen percent of ] 8.1
students are borcign-born mostly ethnic Latmos and the chaldren «
missonarses. Uine siuden ~ROVERTNITEENT Gl PRer W fuis I'IL'EI"I_ A drafi IH- L
pew dansing propoal o Claudia Alvarer Aguilar, a Guatemalan, and 4
can’t remember a time when she didn’t dance
In Guatemala, evervone damces for binthdavs, weddings, baptism

even lor Chrstmas, Bor partees i general” Aharer told me. Alvares 13 .o
i _I B s Walvon Scohodars, 60 studenas 'l!.lll"h,' LMo i ill!l..:i b a lur
that the Walven famaly extablashed o 1985 o expose students from Centr
Armversca o democracy ami caprtabiam. ©'1 never thought there could be o
place where dancing s forbadden, They can learn from Lavim cubure,”

Mark Mall, 2 Motre Dame briiorun, was on the laculiv of Whesi
L :u“rﬁ; (511 ||:|||-\.-|'\.. wluers ol hl.l...': J.||.r.,'-\.i. At -\.|.||1._|:|,: |'l-:~:.|., vV if .,1;: L :|.||I|,.'r
dwveraty was very much on the trustees” munsds, he sad. 1 thank one tha
that lav behind thas particular issue was the desare 1o reach our 1o the Al
can=Amenican communiy” Mall -:-'-.pr_nm'J “The a.-.mlL-,;.' hsd irsed 06
decades, without much success, and dancing was pam of the problenn. Ar
il T WA A6 NS :|:|-\.'\-|'..|.| |,|I.'I'||'|'II-;I|,'I'.|
students from the Philippanes and Adrica, where dancing can be pan of 1]
Bturgecal practice, cypecially in sub-Saharan Alnca

I s heard ehar Pallard, ] BLULS |-rn.--.:1|-.-*.||. wanted vo make sere thar il
Linguage in the new dancing policy, while not sanctioning hip=hop dan
i, olnd ot ban it by name cnher, Polland was concerncd, one profeus
told mie, “that black students would take that as an msult 1o ther culiure

there Were IRCTeassng numbers «

Pollard confirmed thas, saving: " was trvaing to remand us that a stvle s
d FCE TS v a -.-,H-.--.r:.- .,l.llll.'“| CaarNENT (A |.,'.'| %[ iF I|'||' minds of som
j|||‘| Ih.‘l! e 1|!-\.I|I||1 |:..- RETRRELIVE 1D ||‘||n|_- CORLEXLY 3% Wi I::lln'.lll. _|'_'|.|||_|r_ 'I|
process of hooting a danee.™ And Steve Beery, the dean, now savsa hap-he
dance could be allowed, “if it was done in a way that upholds the scripiur
princples of modety and respect for others.” Sull s haed 1o ymagn
r||.|r E|||,'--|'|-|'- -,| LICIG '.h-l,ll.‘l AT ||._- .'u_'-_';p‘. ||'\-'!|_' Al ] “ l_'
11|.-'.|||‘|r|'I: |-|' i :-llll.'a'll.'l.'l_ JI'.-|I il pos £ Ir|1|'.'.1:||_ H '-'l.lll:ld [ :Jll.;l'l.l:;'.!l_' Bt
Wheaton, |.B.U. and other evangelical collepes are servous abouin weloon
i susdenis from all quarters, and of all races, chen by allowang dancis
thev may have invited more quations than they have answerned,

if o sexual,

‘Teachers and students at |.B.U. say that il you can dance,

you can interact socially with people

who might need vour Christian witness.

Farty years sge, cvanpelicals dad not speak about dancing in a “redemp-
tive™ way, But they soon began 1o take senously the Chrstian ari
.|]'\-|"!..|.,;-.':|-, & ) '.._I'.ll!;n like Francis A "3.._h4-.-r=|_-|_ '|'|||‘|||'\.-.' andluentaal 1973
ook, "My and the |'i||:l!-\.','I &E
pasisonate of artnts, ',;|-.lnh 1T
tian resistande 1o dance broke down. Many dancers started sdentilving
a5 “Christian dancers™; the International Chrstian Dance Fellowship,
townded in 1988, new has chapeers in 10 countrics, incleding England,

|'.‘| that € Irlll'\-luull-. '\-I'. .I.ll-.-l-ll:' et

rivdd with ther ereatwaty, Slowly, Chins-

Ircland. Singapore, Ghana, Sweden and 1the United S1ates. There are
now professonal Chrstian dance companies in Houwston, Mew York
i Barmingham, Ala. “In the Chrostan world, dince s the final fron-
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area where we're batthing for acceprance.”

Thaose dapee COEPAhES Ife ..;»,".In,'|.l||l| il W R OF wallig EFiapes, Jiawi -
ever, Such wocial dancing » bang mmporied to the Chrstan coliure by
students, imchiding many from |

meign countries. The “80s and "90s were
& namse ol |.1F'-n.| Praviestiant |_--.J.|1;."1-|1u.||-r:| e Lacens Amsersca, Those [ae-
misk and Latimas whom Craig Congdon went salsa dancing wath are a

The students | mai ai LB, were, lor the imaoat rart, the land ol thoaEhal
undergraduates whom top secular colleges would be proud 10 have, They”
mot Stcplond studems, In 2005, 3 poditscal-scaene class a1 LU took a px lls
228 srudernits, and w |
HBepubdican, penerally supportive of Prossdent Bush's har
Irag— 43 porcont of the men and 55 poroont of the women sasd they bebiow
there were circumstances in which aborson should be permmned. When pe
scnited with the starcmem tha “homosexuals should nog be allewed 1o pes
in high schools.” anly 33 percem agreed. Thar diversity of vicwpoints »
what | expeciad after hanging out wath these undengrads for a week. Mo
were mof haveng sex, but some wore; moat did not dink, bat many did. Mo
were disapprosang of homosexsualiny, but one student sat down next 1o m
meroduced heriell and wodd me the story of her lestaan Bove atfasr o by
ax byowind T|:1'l=;1|:- ‘.||ll1,; they L|'-.='r'_1 oo o el |l Ehere weas '\-'-'ﬁ.'l|'-|l1;.; L as
abvouit thar cangpus culture, even the parts they duagreed wath,

Some apprecuted berng at a school thae kept ther vices i check. Bras
Janpy E‘:.Eu-'lll!l_ X ST w e |I|.'||‘!|,' the COoNeT of I:-II.,' -u,l'llul'. |'-Ji'\-\.'l Jog s
e a hookal — he used herbs and frum bot mo ebaceo in the Burna
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mix, hoping 1o skirs the smoking ban — told me that LEU s sinet rules
cnsouraged moderation: "I nea hike | dnnk my mand out, hke w0 many
people 1 wem to high school winh, who went wo college and tumed into
alvohalics and potheids.”™ Mark Noll, the former Wheaton professor, said
'|]|:|'I AN STBEeTI s -\.}LI-\.'\-'«I_' Wheatna 1o pvaond |FI»,' 1|'.'|I-!.:l||'. |'lj!1'. (TR il

Mosi LB, students have decsded that more dancing 15 a welcome shif
i the ¢uline, bug 1 mer one, Manah Rose, who was skepecal. She 13 a
Hevear-old part-Mexican, part Soortizh beawiy who became engaped over
Thanksziving o Jonathan Homak, a cluismate and at the time her bow-
1l|-,'||-_| o I||:..-.' mionths ']':'n_' -u_"!r-rl'qln_l\.ll:._' Lo W ith '|'I.|'|I|,:'I ".1 if 5] |.|L |_'d
shwoiar Ise I TIng fvy "\-|"I'=l'l;|',_" srd |1|'|’ “NLE.S |.||,'.,;r|.'-\_"' '|I,'..;'.:I"||-,'-I '.I'.J.l "1!".1,' bisd
somie cntical distance on her small Chran world, in which engagements
st 21 are pn'rlu_‘lh' mormal. Nonetheles 4, she i+ 3 defender of _Il': L% |
ways, and she worries about dancing on campias

W' EIVElE iR T the |:.:!;._"|.|-|u. ol the secular world, and we'll lose
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feremn. Like Masthew 5 says, we'ne 1o be a “light of the workd.” It's not that
1 don’t dance bBhinge 3 Weld On™
citevillel. "Bt do we want vo bang i on < :|1:]=._|-.'- That's feoq what ].|'i.|_'.
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teams, bait 1t's not hke guas are here 1o be jocks. We're goang o lose what
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may fresbhman year [ wens an Fay-

|5 of ol woekd,”

Twe nights Later, Manak .'|r|-‘|_!-l|1al'-'11'| Wiore at '.|L.'-.|.1|:.r.'|._|'-r:| srrived carly,
before 8 otlock, and even so they had 1o wast inva line that siretched wp the
LLETE ST |1|_'.11::. L leone ol the l.-'.l
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looked as the affianced should
as a couple and a3 a swang duo. Crag Congdon and Enuly Waisen were
there, looking pracuiced and smocth, even of their stvle was a linde meore

frenctic than tha of MNathan Corsm, who ked his girlinend, Valkerie Kakes,

BRE, :F|||_'all_'n:|:|; Tl |-,'n.|,' ST
Irs. Hornok

3
gorgocias and @ love, perfectly i svne
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clhcienaly, nod relaxing even at the sight of 450 people having a good ame,
working the cucunt Eamaliar to all of us who have danced 10 gymnasiums:
from dance floor to punch bowl 1o brownie table, kill some time in the

= |]'Il

bathroom, then back 1o the dance when a pood song comes on
caie, “All of Me™ or “How High 1he Moo

Ax 230, Darneelle vook the mscrophone and anpounced the dance contest,
with the preadent and M. Palland amwong the pudges. &t fine, 28 couple
AWUNE 3% I::'ll' |1.'|:I|.‘| "A:J'- -|_|.| I:-L'. i1 | |I'|l_' fErag LLL o I|'||_' .:: WEET r|_'|.‘||!..n.‘| i 3
Crarg and Emaly, Wathin and Valene and T.]. Warren and Sally Dorman,
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borecy). WValere Fiaked, Thvig Anddamon Pocefl oo

ey place fow thevm (0 sgwaan The Wosd

whose acnal lifts were the night’s verson of the womuhawk dunk m basket-
ball, smprcssve for thar strengih bat ot thar hacise, As the couples began
the deadmg dance, 1 asked Danselle, who was standing in front of the speak
ers anid had to sirain to hear me, which couple she thoughs would s Her
LITWET BT S | ko v whce i EOar f0 W, I kmavw whio weamis o wan he
ot anid 1 Llll".'a L |!ll|.‘|-|.'.|.'| VR Wi

“Let me guess,” 1 sand. “Mathan and Valene deserve vo wam, Craig and
Emuly want towin the most and T, . and Sally sall womd™

*Exactly”™ vhe wand
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The students of John Brown University are unusually palive, and three of
them asked mie todance thas night, [ said no, [ was working. bur thank vou
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for asking. One of the voung women, 3 potved sensor whose Bashionably
st hair seemed o sy, “Get me out of this small wown pow,” shrugged
arsd w1 down AT [0 FinE 38 OFe ol I,E:; r..-|||'_,| r.:’,‘-i,—-. II.'IIIII'.I'.-' Hamoe "l!"..,' Wk
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But she was seady 1o leave — medical
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A few minutes Later, 21 the Jack Muchell Big Band conchaded its rendition
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night, everyone!™ As she placed che mike back in its sansd, a sdow rumble
began from the crowd. "Oine more wong. Ohne mone sonp? Oee More .'I-'-'.'l.;!"
|J-.'h :'I-5|IL'|:-.':|.*~|II|||..: sehand hias driam ict, padded, 3pd hix band ERLATE kit the
openineg mokes of ~Tn the Mood.” Ax the encore ended four minutes baser. the
l\.ll,h!-.,
Wareen ||11..'..| Sl Doy
her g an carly dap and held her bor a long whole note, untal the erumpet’s
fimal echo had vanished in the ralters

As the vweary bovs filed out of the gym with thar dates, they grabbed the
remainang beownies from the Bood wable, Ttwas 11 ofclock, sull cardy, (A half-
hoomar Laner, | sawe a doeen of these stodents st the MeDonalkd™s on Rowe 412,
girls. snapgled op o thar bovs at a long table, cvervbady refucng s Bag
Mlacs.) As she began 1o take down the decorations, Danslle Viegus spotied
mie and beamed a wide smile, "Evervone keeps saving it was the best LEL
cventever! A tall boyv sandeng under the doorway next vo her sgreed. He was
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untapang the bilack amd white balloons from the doo am and paLiing them
aroaind 1o a small chuster of frends who were putting the balksons to thar lips,
ihaling devply amd talking in the high-prched. Aban-the-Clapmunk woce
il II".."' ..'II_'I FUAY J:'.-u'u.'r ":'ll‘h. Tl I.I‘u,' al II W C AR |:u.-. l: B I'.ll'l'._ '.]ll.' FE |'.r:!|.'.'ll‘|l T i -r,
i ferad e, bookoed at e and squeaked, 1 had 3 el ame"m
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